
Newsletter of the IEEE Phoenix
Area Consultants Network
January 2006
Volume 13 Number 1

MEETING TIME AND LOCATION

January 12, 2006, dinner (or just come to
network) at 7:00 PM, presentation at 8:00
PM.

Denny's Restaurant
3315 N. Scottsdale Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

by Vaughn Treude

Once again, happy New Year!  I've had an
interesting year as president of this group.  I
can't say I've done a stellar job, as I don't
have much in the way of leadership skills,
but I view it as an educational experience.
This year, if I can improve my time
management, I hope to accomplish a little
more.  The most pressing issue is that our
group seems to be lagging, both in interest
and attendance.   

As president, I'm also a member of the
network's Executive Board.  For the last
few years we've held our meetings on the
same day as the general meeting, an hour
and a half earlier.  In a typical month, most
of us (five to seven) show up for the board
meeting and stay for the general meeting.
At that time, there are usually only one or

two additional people joining us.  That's too
bad, because we've had some good
programs this year.  Perhaps our problem is
in marketing; we're not getting the word
out.  

In the past, we've had a lot of debates about
the meeting location, and whether it's a
problem for attendance.  I don't think that's
an issue now.   Scottsdale and Osborn is
quite central in the Phoenix metro area.
Denny's may not be a glamorous location,
but this one has a good meeting room.  The
food may have been better at our old venue,
Monti's in Tempe, the price is right, and
there is a better range of choices on the
menu.

It may be that we're subsisting on the
momentum of the original group.  Part of
the credit for the Network's previous level
of activity goes to Henry Burger, who was
one of its principal founders.   Henry put a
lot of effort into keeping this group going.
During that time, he was also
underemployed as a consultant, a situation
that forced him to leave the area to find
employment.  The rest of us haven't been
able to put as much time or energy into it.
We've also lost members to retirement,
relocation, and other inevitabilities, and we
haven't had enough new people coming in.

In the past, we've discussed membership
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many times, and people have had some
good ideas, but we've very rarely followed
through on them.  I think it would help to
see what other similar groups are doing,
what works and what doesn't.  If I can make
some time, I intend to research this issue,
starting with other consulting networks in
IEEE.  If anybody has any suggestions for
books or websites that might be helpful, I'd
appreciate it.
 
(Speaking of inevitabilities, I'm sorry to say
that former PACN member Jan Narud, of
Scottsdale, AZ passed away on November
29, 2005.   You can find his obituary by
searching the Arizona Republic site,
azcentral.com.)

Anyway, our next monthly meeting will be
at the usual time and place, on the second
Tuesday, January 12th.  We've had a change
of program.  The originally scheduled
speaker was Dan Stamp, who was forced to
cancel but may be able to appear at a later
date.  In his place we've scheduled Gene
Holmerud, who I know from the Phoenix
Linux Users Group.  He will be speaking
about the Science Bowl, which is a project
he's doing for a DOE program to encourage
middle and high school students to study
math and science.  It's a lot like the old
College Bowl TV show, and utilizes a PC
and special USB connected devices to allow
contestants to “buzz in.”  It should be
interesting, hope to see you all there.

Vaughn

EDITOR'S MESSAGE

by Clark Jones

Here it is another new year.  To think that
the 21st century is already 1/20 gone!  Wow!

On a personal note, I've been trying to lose
a bit of weight, and I recently (according to
the scales at 24 Hour Fitness) have dropped
below a “deciton”.  That, at least, is an
encouraging mark.

Although I don't have anything major to
point at, already this year I've been making
progress on several minor items, and this
year seems to be going better than last in
this respect.  I hope that it continues!

Unfortunately, there is a bit more sad news
to relate.  I know that many of the readers
are ham radio operators, and in case you
haven't heard, Charlie Ellis, W6PNM,
passed away on January 5th.

I'm looking forward to hearing Gene
Holmerud speak.  I've known Gene, through
Mensa, longer than I've been in PACN.  I
certainly expect it to be an interesting talk!

Anyway, see you all Thursday!

Clark

P.S. If you'd like to becomeeditor, it's
certainly a position I feel I've held more
than long enough. Maybe some “fresh
blood” in this departmentwould help liven
things up!
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Contact Info

Editor: Clark Jones (480)641-7801 cjPACNeditor@cox.net

Executive Board

President: Vaughn Treude (602)750-3662 vaughn@nakota-software.com
Vice President: C. Bruce Johnson(480)759-2826 bruce.johnson@ieee.org
Secretary: Eli Kawam (480)706-8561 elikawam@mindspring.com
Marketing: Ron Sprague (480)962-8183 r.sprague@ieee.org
Treasurer: Bill Morgan (480)921-4094 bill.morgan@cox.net
Member at Large: Lane Garrett (480)966-1380 LaneGarret@aol.com
Member at Large/

Webmaster: Paul Everett (480)706-4753 peverett@ieee.org
Program Chair: Michael Jordan (480)726-3552 mike.jordan@ieee.org
Member at Large: Ed Mischen (480)752-6314 ed.mischen@philips.com

PACN Website: http://www.ieeepacn.com

Some Pics from December's Meeting
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IEEE Phoenix Area Consultants Network
Membership Application Form

Membership is available to anyone who is interested in the goals of the organization.  Full membership
entitles a member to voting privileges at business meetings, and to a web site listing.  Associate members
are not listed and do not vote, but receive all mailings.  Note that the newsletter is distributed via e-mail.

I hereby apply for (full____ associate____) membership in the IEEE Phoenix Area Consultants
Network.

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________
            (Last)                                              (First and initials)

IEEE member?  Yes____    (Membership number ___________________________)  No____

P.E.?  Yes____ (States:____________________________________) No____

Area(s) of expertise:_____________________________________________________________

Title:_________________________________________________________________________

Company:_____________________________________________________________________

Company address: ______________________________________________________________

                               ______________________________________________________________

                               ______________________________________________________________

Telephone:__________________________________ FAX:_____________________________

E-mail:________________________________________________________________________

Web site URL:_________________________________________________________________

Home address:__________________________________________________________________

                        __________________________________________________________________

                        __________________________________________________________________

Home telephone:________________________________________________________________

Preferred mail address: Work____ Home____        Signature:____________________________

Mail completed form with membership fee payable to "IEEE-PACN" to:
     William D. Morgan Fees: Full member, IEEE Member: $25
     Treasurer, IEEE PACN Full member, non-IEEE Member $30
     23 E. Fairmount Drive Associate member: $20
     Tempe AZ  85282
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